The clinical role of near infrared spectroscopy.
Near infrared spectroscopy is a non-invasive bedside technique which allows cotside observation of cerebral haemodynamics and oxygenation in sick newborn infants. Methods have been described for measurement of cerebral blood flow and volume, as well as other tests of the cerebral circulation. The techniques is still under intensive development and further advances and refinements can be expected, but a present it is essentially a technique for research and investigations rather than a clinical tool.